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We present the results of an exploratory exploitation of the "institutional profiles database" provided by DGTPE (French Ministry of Economy and Finance) and French Development Agency (survey 2009) supplemented by data on legal origin and other variables from La Porta et al. We highlight specificities of developing countries having inherited the French law (relative to those of English law). A reflection on political power and the state finds a strong contrast between the ideal-typical model of French law and the empirical findings. This contrast is consistent with the notion rather than real state in the former French colonies.
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RESUMEN
La literatura reciente argumenta que la tradición legal de las naciones, por ejemplo aquellas pertenecientes al mundo de la ley común y la ley civil, no son neutrales en términos de desempeño económico o institucional, especialmente en referencia a oportunidades clave para sacar de la pobreza a los países subdesarrollados.
Presentamos los resultados de una explotación exploratoria de las "bases de datos de perfiles institucionales" suministrados por la DGTPE (Ministerio Francés de Economía y Finanzas) y de la Agencia Francesa para el Desarrollo (encuesta de 2009) complementada con datos sobre el origen legal y otras variables de La Porta et al. Resaltamos las especificaciones de los países subdesarrollados que heredaron las leyes francesas (relativas a aquellas de las leyes inglesas). Una reflexión sobre el poder político y el Estado encuentra un fuerte contraste entre el modelo típico ideal de la ley francesa y los hallazgos empíricos. Este contraste es consistente con la noción en lugar del estado real de las antiguas colonias francesas.
RESUMO
A literatura recente argumenta que a tradição legal das naciones, por exemplo aquelas pertencentes ao mundo da lei comum e a lei civil, não são neutras em termos de desempenho econômico ou institucional, especialmente em referência a oportunidades chave para tirar da pobreza os países subdesenvolvidos.
Apresentamos os resultados de uma esplosão exploratória das "bases de datos de perfis institucionais" fornecidos pela DGTPE (Ministério Francês de Economia e Finanças) e da Agência Francesa para el Desenvolvimento (pesquisa de 2009) complementada com dados sobre a origen legal e outras variáveis de La Porta et al. Ressaltamos as especificações dos países subdesenvolvidos que herdaram as leis francesas (relativas a aquelas das leis inglesas). Uma reflexão sobre o poder político e o Estado encontra um forte contraste entre o modelo típico ideal da lei francesa e as evidências empíricas. Este contraste é consistente com a noção em lugar do estado real das antigas colônias francesas.
Palavras chave: tradições legais, desenvolvimneto, colonização. Classificação JEL: B52, F54, O52.
RÉSUMÉ
La littérature récente soutient que les traditions juridiques des nations, telles que leur appartenance au monde du droit civil ou de common law, ne sont pas neutres en termes de performances économiques ou institutionnelles, en particulier en ce qui concerne les principales opportunités dans les pays en développement à sortir de la pauvreté. Nous présentons les résultats d'une exploitation exploratoire de la «base de données des profils institutionnels» fourni par la DGTPE (Ministère français de l'Economie et des Finances) et l'Agence française de développement (enquête 2009) et des données sur l'origine légale et d'autres variables de La Porta et al. Nous mettons en évidence les spécificités des pays en développement ayant hérité de la loi française (par rapport à celles du droit anglais). Une réflexion sur le pouvoir politique et l'Etat trouve un fort contraste entre le modèle idéal-typique de la loi française et les résultats empiriques. Ce contraste est conforme à l'état réel de la notion plutôt que dans les anciennes colonies françaises.
Economic outcomes of legal institutions have been central in the work of John R. Commons (1924) and other institutional economists (John Maurice Clark, 1926) . This issue has undergone a long period of eclipse before returning to the front of the stage since the 1990's. Under the influence of the diffusion of New Institutional Economics (notably : North 1990) , the economic importance of institutions is nowadays widely recognized in economic theory (Greif, 2006) . Confidence in property rights, as key devices for securing transactions, enforcement of contracts, long-term expectations and the appropriation of investment returns, as well as guarantees against legal or illegal infringe mentor taking of private property rights by the State, are nowadays considered central to achieve economic performance (Cross, 2002) ; the growth of economic activities conducted within the sphere of legality and downsizing informal sector become sources of capital accumulation and exit from poverty in the Third World (De Soto, 2005) .
Indeed since mid-1990's economists have developed a huge series of stimulating analysis of legal and political institutions, aiming at assessing their determinants and their impact on economic performance. In this framework, are now brought to the forefront the legal traditions of nations, particularly Anglo-American common law, and systems following the Roman-Germanic tradition, known as civil law systems (Glaeser & Shleifer, 2002; . Finally, the effects of colonization have become an important focus in analysis of economic, legal and political institutions in developing and emerging countries (Acemoglo et al., 2001) .
A clear-cut idea emerges from the literature on legal origins and comparative analysis of legal systems: common law systems are characterized by low codification of law and an important contribution of case-law to the production of legal rules. They are supposed to be more able to facilitate and support to facilitate growth than civil law systems, which are characterized by the statutory and regulatory law and a minor role of courts. Civil law countries have a tendency to regulate through statute law and administrative regulations, while those who belong to the Anglo-American law tradition would be characterized by a moderate production of laws and regulations and greater political and economic freedoms.
This paper aims at contributing to the debates on the institutional features of developing countries or countries which have reached intermediate level of development, in terms of the consequences of the colonial legacy, specifically of the legal tradition inherited from the former colonial powers. The following study is at the interface of law, politics and economics, since the proposed approach is based on a comprehensive approach which aims at understandingnot a specific institution, but instead a nexus of political, legal and economic institutions and their mutual relations. The empirical basis used is the latest version (2009) of the "institutional profiles" database (IPD) setup by the French Ministry of Economy (DGTPE) and the French Development Agency (AFD).
Section 1 briefly reviews the recent literature on the origins of law and analysis of the colonial question. It will define the purpose of this paper. Section 2 presents preliminary results of the IPD exploitation on institutional profiles of 92 countries. Section 3 examines the distinctive features of the countries formerly colonised by continental European countries of civil law tradition versus the British Empire.
INTRODUCTION
Understanding the current structure of political, legal and economic institutions in developing countries deserves to combine the analysis of "legal origins" and the colonial origins. We consider they are complementary, in so far as the type of colonization (commercial, imperial of indirect or indirect, of settlement of political domination and economic) experienced by developing countries is not neutral from the view point of legal and political institutions legacy.
LEGAL ORIGINS
The "Legal Origins" theory must be credited for having renewed the approach to the relationship between institutions and economic performance, focusing on legal systems. In this context, two main paths are followed: a) detailed analysis of the characteristics of legal systems, such as rules of civil procedure applicable to proceedings before a civil court , b) linking characteristics of the legal system with the government, that is to say, the structure of political power and the State (La Porta et al. 1999 . This latter approach renews the analysis of the determinants and impact on economic growth of both political institutions and structure of the government.
The pioneering work of Barro (2000) focused on the one hand on civil liberties and political rights -i.e. the level of democracy-and the other on the quality of government defined in terms of "Rule of Law", in other words the ability of the State to provide social order, security of transactions and to establish efficient and uncorrupted administration officials. Barro has estimated the effects of colonization on access to a democratic political system and rule of law. We will return later to that issue.
The two fold issue of the colonial legacy and the quality of government has been deepened by Djankov, La Porta, Lopez-de-Silanes and Shleifer who connected it with legal tradition. Linking law and politics was a first contribution to the quantitative measurement of the contribution of the legal systems of common law and civil law to growth (Mahoney, 2000) . This first empirical analysis, based on an Hayekian representation of legal systems and their relations with the State, argued that the common law -as a decentralized judicial law system-is similar to a spontaneous order ensuring higher level of freedoms and control of government that the so-called rationalist and constructivist Napoleonic legal systems. Huge structural differences separate legal systems: the common law countries grant the judiciary greater independence than civil law countries which, in turn, allowed the State greater power to interfere with private property and contractual rights which would be allowed in common law systems. Therefore, common law countries giving more freedom for citizens and civil society, they would experience stronger economic growth. In another perspective, the colonial phenomenon has been linked to the propensity change the constitution and political system (presidential vs. parliamentary) after countries access to independence (Hayo & Voigt, 2010) .
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" A variant of this thesis is provided by Meisel and Ould Aoudia (2007) who argue that most of the problems of bad governance and structural poverty in developing countries is attributable to the predominance of a political power captured by an "insider system". They define the "insider system" in these terms: "the economic and political elites who share at their own benefit access to key resources (power, information, wealth, ...)" that set up a system of inefficient regulation (distribution ofrents), short-term approach, unfair and rigid and inequitable since "equilibria are not guaranteed by rules recognized by all".
INSTITUTIONAL PROFILES OF FORMER COLONIES
As stated in section 1, colonial legacy has become a central issue in economic analysis of relations between growth and institutions and poverty reduction in developing countries. Conceptual models, crossing political and legal dimensions of institutions and economic performance, suggests that the colonial legacy of the country under British rule is more conducive to long-term growth, improved quality of property rights, high level of security of transactions, than the former French, Belgian, Spanish and Portuguese colonies, at least as regards the nations which gained there independent in the years 1950-1960.
The two main problems posed by the French civil law tradition is that the State over-regulates and encourages too little economic activity but also that the model of government and public institutions encourages rent-seeking and capture of State rather than investment in physical capital or human capital. Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson (2004) argue that the distribution of political power affects the power structure and the distribution of resources, directing towards rents and redistribution, or to property rights and investment.
The following discussion will seek to cross the question of the colonial legacy and the legal system from the IPD 2009 database.
DEVELOPMENT: A LONG-TERM PROCESS OF DEPERSONALIZATION OF SOCIAL REGULATION SYSTEMS
Meisel and Ould Aoudia, initiators of the IPD database with its three surveys (2001, 2004, 2009) put the emphasis on the limits of development approaches in terms of "good governance". They argue that this concept does not take into account the interdependencies between institutions and the reasons why, at the same level of quality of governance, countries enter a process of sustained growth while others do not. Meisel and Ould Aoudia propose the concept of "focal point of governance" from the experience of countries that have experienced steady long-term growth. These countries are characterized by their ability to create key organizations, to coordinate groups of dominant interests, to ensure security of expectations and to provide conditional incentives; these capacities allow overcoming the shortcomings of both formal mechanisms of trust and traditional/informal regulations.
It is important to note that, for them, the development process can be analyzed as a mechanism of depersonalization systems of social regulation, in a sense whichcould be described in Weberian terms of formal-bureaucratic rationalization; data analysis reveals two key factors:
Mechanisms of provision of trust, which oscillate between a largely informal mode, generating interpersonal trust (similar to Durkheim's organic solidarity) and a formal and interpersonal model, based on written law and generating "systemic trust" (close to Durkheim's mechanic solidarity).
The way the State operates in the economy, whose ways are extreme dictatorship on the one hand, anomy on the other, and whose presence produces growth and development is associated with the setting-up of future-orientated institutions (coordination of actors and expectations, education, R &D ...).
The role of the State may be related to modes of production of trust in society in different institutional settings: on the one hand, richer countries provide institutional social regulation, through formal mechanisms which operation is not dependent upon interpersonal relations but instead relies on abstract, general and rationalbureaucratic categories. On the other, poorest countries are characterized by the prevalence of traditional mechanisms of solidarity and regulation, which can either take precedence over State or result from Statefailures in terms of spatial or social extension. We will return to this point later. Finally, the relationship between formal rules and depersonalization is not unambiguous: in some cases, the introduction of formally rationalized rules is a seemingly content. In this case the State is notional, since the formal rules are not widely implemented in the social regulation, which remains based on traditional relations, such as ethnic solidarity, tribal, or regionally implemented in a political-economic clientelist pattern. The IPD data are collected from "economic missions" of the French embassies abroad and seek to capture de facto institutional characteristics rather than de jure, i.e. institutional functions instead of their forms. In the 3 digits version, IPD includes 356 elementary items, on political institutions and civil liberties, the market for goods and services, capital market and the labor market, in a structure designed to maximize the information gathered. 9 themes cut across the 4 areas identified: : (1) public institutions, (2) Security, law and order, Figure 2 provides an image of "halo of institutions' consistent with that of Meisel and Ould-Aoudia (2007) .
The first factorial axis (which explains nearly 36% of the inertia) is divided by the level of depersonalization of social regulation system, which is described here in terms of degree of formalization of rules. The left side of axis 1 refers to countries that have set-up a high quality institutional system of social regulation, which provides transparency in markets of goods and services and capital. They also ensure the rights guaranteed to employees in the labor market. A high level of social cohesion is linked to the ability to reform carried by the State and its position as an institution able to implement a strategic vision regarding the future. The right side of axis 1 is divided between subsidies to commodities The analysis of correlations between the 47 active variables presented in the table above confirms the value of IPD in terms of the multiplication of measured items (see fig. 2 ).
Figure 2. Correlations between active variables (2 digits, 47 variables).
and traditional structures of rural land tenure. The vertical axis is slightly different from that Meisel and Ould-Aoudia highlighted: while they oppose a strong State to anomy vis-à-vis public institutions, Figure 2 shows an opposition between a strong State involvement in society on the one hand, and arbitration between internal liberties, economic and political dependence vis-à-vis foreign donors, who have an influence on domestic public policy.
The variables "legal origins" have a differential significance. While the inheritance of English law (Legor-UK) and German (Legor-GE) are on the left (associated to high level of formalization of rules) of axis 1, French law is clearly distinguishable on the right side, connected to weak formal social regulation, and low levels of depersonalization of regulation. We can deduce, correspondingly, a large weight of traditional solidarity. An additional observation can be done ( Figure  3 ) which represents the countries included in the analysis. The relationship between quality of governance and administration of justice with the long-term growth, as measured by the growth of GNP per capita between 1960 and 2000, shows a positive relationship for all countries, without one can infer causality: is the quality of public institutions a condition of growth, or the consequence of growth? Literature rather supports the first hypothesis: the establishment of the Rule of Law (Barro, 2000) , the quality of government (La Porta et al., 1999) or political and administrative power, but modernizing authoritarian and supportive of economic planning out of poverty as South Korea in the 1960s ) are significant predictors of continued and sustained long term growth.
In Figure 4 , the quality of the governance and administration of justice refers to transparency and "readability" of economic policies, control of corruption, efficiency of the tax system, transparency in government procurement, efficiency of justice and efficiency of urban governance. The figure relates the indicator of quality of administration and justice and growth of GNP per capita from 1960 to 2000, distinguishing between two legal origins (French and English). In both cases the . Their analytical framework is directly inspired by the Hayekian theory and Anglo-American constitutional system of balance between executive, legislative, and judiciary: The judiciary can limit the other powers by either an independent administration of justice or the judicial review of statute law and public policy provisions.
Their econometric analysis of the constitutional provisions relating to judicial independence and constitutional review in 71 countries aims at answering a fundamental question: are they related to the economic and political freedom? The first is measured by the security of property rights (including the risk of expropriation by the State), weak government regulation, and the modesty of public ownership. The second is measured by the level of democracy, political rights and human rights. Justice is considered relationship is positive, but is more pronounced for English law countries as compared to those who inherited the French law, although in both cases the coefficient of determination (R2) is relatively low.
This slight difference between the French law and English law countries in relation to long-term growth deserves attention, taking into account the problem of the scope of the State and the balance of powers, i.e. relations between the judiciary and the executive.
JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE AND CHECkS AND BALANCES
The "judicial checks and balances" and "constitutional review" issues are central in economic analysis of legal origins (La . It again shows the relationship between the legal and political structures, i.e. the model of State and relations between the executive and the judiciary which sets the framework of interaction between civil society and State. as a safeguard against excessive powers of the executive and legislative branches, which may be the subject of coalitions and interest groups that shape laws and public policies to satisfy their own interests and reelection of the ruling political group rather than the public interest and disinterested guarantee of property rights and political freedom.
The purpose of justice is to ensure the political and economic freedoms, since a high degree of independence of the judiciary guarantees the impartiality of judges in disputes between litigants and the government (for instance in takings issues) and where the existence of a mechanism of "constitutional review" is a safeguard against legislation directed towards the satisfaction of clientelist interests or groups controlling the State. The conclusion of La is that: "Consistent with the hypothesis of Hayek and others, we find that both judicial independence and constitutional review are strong predictors of freedom. We find that judicial independence is important for both kinds of freedom, whereas constitutional review matters for political freedom" (La Porta et al., 2004, p. 448 ).
This thesis cannot escape criticism, including the fact that judicial independence is taken from a narrow perspective and that an alternative path could be considered a bundle of institutional characteristics rather than a general and broad conception of sources of law and judicial independence. For example, Hadfield (2008) argues that judicial independence cannot be validly measured by a very small number of indicators (such as: is case law or not a source of law; regulation of judges career) but should be assessed through a series of data relating to a high number of key characteristics of judicial activity: organization of the legal profession, court organization and skills, distribution of legal information, enforcement mechanisms, organization of the legal services market, cost of suits.
If the dichotomy between common law and civil law is convenient for econometric estimates purpose, it actually conceals a more complex and rich institutional landscape about the effects of a legal regime on economic activity and social welfare (Hadfield, 2008; Klerman & Mahoney, 2007) .
The issue at stake is now is to clarify the relationship between the measured level of judicial independence, of State impartiality, and security of contracts and transactions. The first question raises the issue of whether the weakness of judicial independence is correlated with a high level of corruption of State officials and/or civil servants. The second is whether the independence of justice is linked to greater security of contracts and transactions.
An independent judiciary, in which the Supreme Court Judges (in judicial and administrative matters) are appointed for life, or for over 6 years, and case-law is a recognized as a genuine source of law, ensures the absence of interference of the executive power in how judges decide ensures fairness of treatment of citizens in conflict with the Government, especially in terms of takings of private property and public contracts. Ultimately, an independent judiciary is an institution guaranteeing private property rights. Figure 5 shows that countries with a high level of control of corruption and judicial independence have a high level of social cohesion, provision of public health and education services, strategic capabilities of the State, and belong rather to German law and English law. French law countries are characterized by a couple of low level of both judicial independence and control of corruption.
The second question, i.e. the relationship between judicial independence and security of transactions and contracts, raises practical issues such as: is judicial independence a guarantee against expropriation of private property rights, nonenforcement of contracts, termination of contracts with the Gouvernment? Figure 6 shows the results of a bivariate analysis on these variables.
We see again that belonging to French law differs from belonging to English and German law. The French legal legacy is negatively correlated with
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Ultimately, the correlations of the legal origin with the level of wealth, long-term growth, control of corruption, judicial independence and checks and balances in the public sphere confirm the trends noted earlier: the English and German legal traditions are correlated with these variables in a different sense of the French legal one (tab 4). French law countries are growing more sluggish, implement less control of corruption of political elites and government officials have a more limited level of independence of justice, and do not provide checks and balances to the executive. Also note that the English legal tradition is negatively correlated with the level of GDP per capita, indicating that the British colonial legacy has been marked by less economic investment of Britain in its colonial empire as did France in its African and Asian colonies. 
DISCUSSION
The following discussion addresses two related issues: 1) what are the reasons of a specific institutional profile of French law countries?, and 2) is legal origin the sole factor explaining the specifies for the latter? As previously in the paper, the following analysis uses simple descriptive tools. Our intent is to provide insights into the issues raised through data analysis and descriptive statistical analysis.
HOW TO ExPLAIN THE INSTITUTIONAL PROFILE OF FRENCH LAW COUNTRIES?
The institutional model left in the former colonies by European countries, primarily France, is characterized by a strong executive taking the form of a presidential system rather than parliamentary, a centralized State and a hypertrophied However, the institutional profiles of the former French colonies do not fit this pattern, but rather its opposite: the prevalence of traditional solidarity and a strong resilience of traditional practices of rural land tenure, which may be considered paradoxical. The paradox can be lifted by considering the capture of the State by social groups who control it for clientelist redistribution of public resources, and lack of penetration in depth of the administration and institutions public in the construction of impersonal institutions of social regulation to the benefit the greatest number.
Developing countries having inherited the legacy of French law are characterized by poor public governance and, correspondingly, the existence of social regulation mechanisms as palliative of failures of the State, and strong external dependence notably in sub-saharian African nations. All this gives the image of a "notional state" as described by Bromley (2008) , which refers to the idea of a spatial concentration of the state in the major cities: "The State is notional… because it does not reach the citizens beyond the capital city" (Bromley, 2008, p. 13) . For instance, a working paper of the Ministry of Finance of Morocco in 1988 outlined that institutional social protection has a narrow scope, since the National Social Security Fund covers 24% of the employed population in urban areas; the whole set of retirement funds benefit to only 26% of the workforce employed at the national level. The same report notes that: "The family is the first system of social protection. It is the only protection for the unemployed and social exclusion" (Ministry of Economy and Finance of the Kingdom of Morocco, 1998, p. 2).
The constitutional lawyer Milhat considers that "a more refined analysis would lead to conclude that state even formally exist in Africa" -it exists "constitutionally -which mean that in practice-" does not exist "in its functioning" (Milhat, 2004, p. 62) .
Unlike the colonies which inherited French law, the British heritage demonstrates greater neutrality on current institutional profiles. Having been dominated under British rule does not seem to have narrowed the range of possibilities of institutional and economic evolution in former colonies. A plausible reason for this is that the English domination with its "indirect rule" policy has been less (des)structuring in the colonies. The French colonial policy was a direct administration policy, granting a slow but progressive access to citizenship on a meritocratic basis, and aiming at "assimilation" of indigenous into the French canvass, to which has been added a proposed establishment of a FrancoAfrican Community when General de Gaulle returned to power in 1958 and proceeded to the constitutional reform that established the 5th Republic. However aborted, the FrancoAfrican community resulted in the establishment of economic, cultural and military cooperation agreements between France and the vast majority of former African colonies.
Ultimately, France have left in its former colonies its governmental, administrative and judicial model (codified law, with dual jurisdiction: judicial and administrative), but only in part: all the attributes of French institutions have not transposed in the former African colonies, or have been introduced formally, without effective powers. The bodies of executive control such as Courts of Auditors ("cour des comptes") and the Constitutional Council are not in Africa or elsewhere, independent vis-à-vis the Government. In more general terms, State interventionism in the dominant colonial country (France but also Spain and Portugal), is the outcome of political, social and institutional history which led to checks and balances on the executive: a public accounting auditing entity vested with the status of a financial court, which performs its duties without being influenced by the Government, an administrative court deciding with impartiality conflicts between citizens and the Government, a Constitutional Council acting with independence on constitutional issues. However, the effectiveness of the mechanisms of executive control and, more generally, of checks and balances, is not a systematically transferable feature from the former colonial countries to its former colonies. From this point of view, the model of Correlation between types of colonies and legal origins. The Table 5 shows that dependencies are positively correlated with British law legal origin, settlement colonies with French Law; never colonized countries and former COMECON members are positively correlated with german law.
Coefficients of correlation in table 5 seem coherent with the previous statement according to which former colonies of U.K. were mainly dependencies where the indirect rule principle of local government applied, while the former colonies of continental european countries were mainly settlement colonies. From the political viewpoint, colonies are categorized as: colonies stricto-sensu, dependancies (dominions), and independent (including former colonies which gained their independence long time ago). Table 6 shows that French law legal origin is correlated with colonies, while English law is correlated with dependencies.
However French Law is a generic category which deserves to be desaggregated regarding the identity of former colonial powers: France, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Netherlands, and former Ottoman Empire. Table 7 shows how diverse were the colonial policies of european countries belonging to the French Law family.
Former colonies of Spain are mainly settlement colonies. However, almost all the former dominated territories gained their independence in the mid-19 th century.
Former colonies of France were not settlement colonies, with the exception of Algeria, but dependancies. This is close to the British colonial system from this point of view. Former col 46 0, 23 1, 00 Former col FR 0, 27 1,00 0,27 -0,18 0,02 -0,11 -0,06 -0,16 -0,15 -0,19 1,00
Former col Ottoman
Former col UK 0, 17 1, 00 Former col BEL 0, 05 1, 00 Former col NLD 0, 02 1, 00 Legal tradition and quality of institutions: is colonization by french law countries distinctive?
Acemoglu et al., Klerman et al. find a positive correlation between settlement colonial policies and quality of institutions.
The Table 8 shows the matrix of correlations between a series of index of quality of institutions and the identity of the former colonial power.
In a relative and comparative perspective, the former Spanish colonies exhibit better institutions as compared to former colonies controlled by France, Belgium, and England. Notice that correlations coefficients between Spain and Portuguese colonies are rather close. This can be interpreted in the following terms: most of the Spanish and Portuguese colonies gained their political independence long time ago (with the exceptions of African colonies) as compared to other countries in the South (in Africa and Asia).
We support in part Acemoglu et al. (2001) and Klerman et al. (2010) 
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, we find greater (de)structuring effects of former colonization by French law countries on institutional profiles of developing countries as compared to those who have experienced British colonial rule and for a few cases, German domination. Legal traditions inherited from colonization do not seem to have affected in a symmetric way civil law countries and common law countries. This conclusion is likely to qualify the theory of systematic superiority of common law in terms of ability to overcome poverty and sustain long-term growth. It is however consistent with that of the limiting factors, and institutional policies, of other colonial legacies, namely that of French law and its model of articulation of the structure of political power and the judiciary.
The contrast between the ideal-typus of French law, combining State interventionist and Jacobinism, and the finding of correlations between the legacy of this legal tradition, the prevalence of traditional solidarity and de facto weakness of depersonalization and regulation social, can presumably be explained by the spatial concentration of the state and public institutions in cities, primarily the capital-city, corresponding to the figure of a "notional State" (Bromley, 2008 ) whose formal existence in the Constitution does not extend to the functional and spatial realities. Finally, three limitations of this study must be reported. First, quantitative analysis of the IPD is descriptive and uses simple tools of data analysis, showing correlations between variables, but no systematic econometric and explanatory dimension have been implemented. Second, policy analysis, constitutional and historical forms of state structures and political power deserve to be expanded further. Third, the relationship between legal origins and colonial policies has been analyzed in an exploratory perspective. This issue deserves more attention than has been devoted in the paper. 
